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When we hear the word 

ñliteracyò, we often think 

of reading and writing. 

But literacy encom-

passes many other as-

pects of learning! Many 

every day tasks and ac-

tivities can expose chil-

dren to literacy skills 

that they will use 

throughout their lives. 

Below, you will find 

some activities that take 

place in your home, 

that will allow your 

children to enhance 

those skills. 

In the Kitchen:  

Have your children 

help make grocery 

lists by either writing 

words or cutting out 

pictures from flyers and 

gluing them on paper. 

You can also write the 

words beside the pic-

tures. When unloading 

the groceries,  

have them sort as to 

where the item goes, ie. 

foods that need to go in 

the refrigerator, items 

that go in the bathroom. 

Sort cans by sizes, or by 

letters on the can. En-

courage them to find a 

specific letter, like the 

first letter in their 

name.  

Let children bake with 

you! By using different 

measuring spoons and 

cups, children learn size 

differences. They can 

learn how to estimate 

by deciding how much 

of a certain ingredient is 

needed in the recipe! 

In the Laundry Room:  

Have children help to 

sort  the laundry...dark 

colours, whites, bright 

colours. When folding 

the laundry, talk about 

the different shapes of 

towels, cloths etc. Have 

them fold socks by find-

ing the matching sock. 

Talk about patterns on 

clothing, does the pat-

tern repeat? 

At Bathtime:  

Introduce names of 

body parts as you bathe 

your child. Sing songs 

like ñHead and Shoul-

dersò. Provide measur-

ing cups, funnels etc. 

for children to explore 

and measure water. 

Play a ñfloat and sinkò 

game so that children 

can predict whether cer-

tain items will float or 

sink. Provide shaving 

lotion sprayed on the 

tub wall to draw pic-

tures or words in. Use 

soap crayons for draw-

ing with. 

Circle your calendars!  

Family Literacy Day is 

January 27, 2012! 

 

Established in 1999, 

Family Literacy Day is 

an annual event created 

in partnership by ABC 
CANADA Literacy  

Foundation and Honda 

Canada as a way to  

encourage families to 

read and learn on a 

daily basis. 
 

Libraries, schools,  

literacy associations, 

and families now take 

one day a year to  

celebrate literacy  

activities and learning 
together! 

 

This years themeé 

òJourney to Learningò! 

Family Literacy Day!  

Literacy Around the House! 

Perth-Middlesex 

Early Years 
 

West Perth Early Years 
Perth Care for Kids 

177 Frances St.  
Mitchell ON  

519 -348 -8618  

 
North Perth Early Years 

791 Main St. W  
Listowel ON  

519 -291 -6626  
 

Perth-Middlesex  
Satellite 

40 Heritage Dr.  
Ilderton ON  

519 -666 -3227  
 

Stratford Early Years 

35 Waterloo St. N  
Stratford ON  

519 -273 -9082  

Special Family 

Times:  

Have family game 

nights. Pull out a board 

game, card game, and 

enjoy each others com-

pany! 

Make having dinner 

together a priority. Sit 

down each night to en-

joy each other and 

share what happened 

today! 

Read together! Find an 

old classic book that 

the whole family will 

enjoy and take turns 

reading it to each 

other! 

Remember that all 

families use literacy in 

some way everyday 

and we should continue 

to make it fun for all! 



Check out Family Literacy Day activities in your area! 

Join the Perth-Middlesex Early 

Yearsô Centres for all the fun  

activities planned to celebrate 

Family Literacy Day: 

 

Stratford/St. Marys/Mitchell/  

Milverton/ Listowel  

January 21st ð27th  

Keeping with this yearôs theme, 

Journey to Learning ,  Stratford 

Early Years Centre and P.L.O.W 

have planned a Passport to 

Learning, a spin-off of the popular 

family trend geocaching, which will 

encourage famiies to hunt for liter-

acy clues using just GPS coordi-

nates or a map. The first stop will 

be your local public library where 

you will pick up your list of coordi-

nates. At each checkpoint you will 

be encouraged to complete a liter-

acy activity and then have your 

passport stamped. Once your 

passport book is complete, you will 

return your passport to the public 

library to enter a draw for prizes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listowel  

January 21st ðJanuary 27th  

In partnership with Listowel 

Honda, North Perth Early Years 

Centre is hosting a ñFill the Vanò 

event.   

Donations of books, anything from 

infant to adults, can be dropped off 

at Zehrs Market, Listowel Honda, 

North Perth Library until  

January 27th.  After books have 

been collected, drop by Listowel 

Central Public School on Sat.  

January 28th from 9:30 to  

11:30 am to pick up a new titleð

FREE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Calendar of Daily Liter-

acy Activities!  

Included with this newsletter, you 

will find a calendar of daily literacy 

activities to enjoy with your chil-

dren. Instead of celebrating one 

day, letôs celebrate the whole 

month! 

  òTell me a story, Read me a book, 

                Bounce me a poem,   é 

The very best beginning is to read a book with 

youó  

from Read me a Book by Barbara Reid (2003 ) Check out your local library where the knowledgeable staff 

can guide you to a fantastic reading experience!  

 

Perth County 

Stratford Public Library: 519 -271 -0220 or  

www.stratford.library.on.ca  

St. Marys Public Library: 519 -284 -3346 or 

www.stmarys.library.on.ca  

West Perth Public Library: 519 -348 -9234 or 

www.westperth.library.on.ca  

Perth East Public Library: 519 -595 -8395 or 

www.pertheast.library.on.ca  

North Perth Public Library: 519 -291 -4621 or 

www.northperth.library.on.ca  

Middlesex County 

Ilderton Public Library: 519 -666 -1599  

Lucan Public Library: 519 -227 -4682  

Ailsa Craig Public Library: 519 -293 -3441  

Komoka Public Library  519 657 -1461  

For all Middeslex libraries go to: www.middlesex.library.on.ca  

What better activity to do as a family, on a cold and windy winter 

dayé curl up together with a big mug of hot chocolate and enjoy 

a great story together!  

Look for these great winter books to read and 

enjoy!  

Sadie and the Snowman by Allen Morgan  

Thomasõ Snowsuit  by Robert Munsch  

Stella, Queen of the Snow by Marie Louise Gay  

Snow Day! by Werner Zimmermann  

The Mitten by Jan Brett  

Snow Dance by Lexlie Evans  

A Snowy Day  by Ezra Jack Keats  

Omar On Ice by Maryann Kovalski  

Just One Goal by Robert Munsch  


